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Where is the story?
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Finding the Facts

 \What to know
* \Who to find out about
« How to distill it

* It's all about the story
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Consider the TYPES of Sources

Instead of digging for a specific fact, ask yourself:
Who would have this type of information?

 Individuals Informal sources

* QOrganizations  Institutional sources
— Businesses
— Governments
— Associations

* Universities Scholarly sources

* News organizations Journalistic sources
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What to Know: Everything is Data

Type of organization: Business, Government,
NFP, NGO

« Standards: laws, regulations, internal policies

« Money trails: annual financial audits and reports,
internal budgets and forecasts.

« Government records: funding requests, financial
reports, audits, inspections, licenses, complaints, SEC,
OSHA, pollution, campaign finance.

 Real estate records
« Consultant reports
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How to Find it: GOOGLE HACKS

* “full name or phrase”

* rphonebook: john doe, ca

» Site:gov or site:fhcrc.org

* [iInk:www.whatever.com

* filetype:pdf or doc or PP etc.
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Dive Deeper

Search engines typically miss:

« Database information

Content behind firewalls

Content behind registration screens
* Dynamically generated pages
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How to find it

* Federal Audits * Reporter’s Desktop
* GAO reports * The Internet Archive
e Guidestar * Www.searchsystems.net

» National Center for * Www.rtknet.org
Charitable Statistics
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https://harvester.census.gov/facweb/
http://www.gao.gov
http://www.guidestar.org
http://nccs.urban.org/
http://www.reporter.org/desktop
https://archive.org/
www.searchsystems.net

How to find it

e Research Buzz

» Wolfram Alpha

 Factfinder
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http://researchbuzz.me
http://www.wolframalpha.com
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml

Once You Have the Data:
How to Distill it

» Chronology

* Experts

* Analysis

« Start with a spreadsheet if you can
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Timelines Come From Spreadsheets

2000 2001 2002 2003
Deficit Deficit Deficit
-$770,609 -$3,415,916 -$2,469,721
Three top station Kay Ingram, vice KCTS' new adult Corporation for Public
executives leave KCTS. president of program science series, Broadcasting withholds
Board Chairman Doug development, resigns. "The Eyes of Nye," nearly $750,000 in
Beighle says the Eight people laid off. runs into production funding for KCTS
departures are not X : and legal problems. because the station's
relz})ted to problems .‘—\l]f!&‘l‘?Oll Consulting — g l . financial reports are late.
T reviews KCTS budget }\(.T S consultant )
process for free. The Vanessa Greene tells All four Channel 9
Barry Mitzman, negative review cites a CEO Burnill Clark stores are shuttered
host of "lack of reality in the he should retire to save money.
"Serious Money," budgeting process." for good of the Yesterday:
quits after budget Employees write to L Clark retires,
cuts. board to complain about Clark approaches efffective Oct. 31.
Gates Foundation Clark's management. the city and Seattle National productions
makes an KCTS fails to pay Center officials to scaled back and
$11 million AL 15 l1atls to pay negotiate deferring up to 35 layoffs
. . $2.8 million in dues
matching donation to PBS rent of $229,000 are announced.
for digital ’ until 2006.
f:é}:;f;fggﬁ Number of members:
I - 129,094 Sources: KCTS,
Seattle Times staff research
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Using the Right Tools: PDFs

For data in PDFs, use Tabula or CometDocs

Tabula
A .
a For text in PDFs, try
Overview
Tabulais a tool for liberating data tables
locked inside PDF files.
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All data Is dirty data
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Using the Right Tools:
Downloading & Scraping Data

* Dataminer
(Chrome)

* import.io (app)

e Downthemall
(Firefox)
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Using the Right Tools: Cleaning &
Standardizing Data

OpenRefine
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Getting Structured Data Can
be Easy
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Avoid
Notebook
Dump
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Finding the Patterns & Outliers:
That’s Where the Story Is

e Spreadsheets are always a good place to start
* Sorting
* Filtering
* Pivot Tables
e Basic Charts
e Structured Query Language for databases
e Sorting & Filtering
* Group By
* Joins
* Mapping
* Google Fusion Tables
* Tableau Public (no geocoding)
* Esri Arcmap (paid)/Esri Storymaps (free version)

* (CartoDB
* Mapbox
* QGIS (open-source)
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Using the Information to Find Trends

National Center for Charitable Statistics data:
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Washington Non-profit Contributions Over Time
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What is the Story?

Does your visual
storytelling back up your
nut graf or theme?
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Are There Patterns That Tell
the Story?

* Chapters?

* By Issue?

* QOver time?

» Geographically?

Circle back at the end.
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GLAMOUR BEASTS: The dark side of elephant captivity
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Is There One Narrative
Touchpoint?
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Finding the Patterns & Outliers:
That's Where the Story Is

Visualizing the data

* Plotly

* Highcharts

e Silk

* Tableau Software and Tableau Public
* Javascript
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Highcharts

http://www.highcharts.com
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Tableau Public
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Visualizations as sidebars
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Bridges

7 low highway bridges hold
similar risks to Skagit span
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Bridges

Began as a

Google Fusion Table
Was analyzed in
Excel and a SQL
database

Refined for
presentation in
Mapbox
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Oso Landslide
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ESRI Mapping for Everyone

http://www.esri.com/mapping-for-everyone
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QGIS (qgis.org)

Timothy Barmann tutorials:
Intro:

http://

tbarmann.webfactional.com/

nicar/qgis tutorial/

Dynamic maps:

http://

tbarmann.webfactional.com/

nicar/js mapping/tutorial/

http://www.esri.com/
mapping-for-everyone
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Mind the Gap

Contributions mp

Special events ®

‘Eépenses o - The
: St s
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Mind the Gap
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Where is the story?
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